Record numbers of students applying for environmental placements

Scores of university students are getting down to work this week on improving the environmental management of companies and public sector organisations throughout Scotland.
 Up to 70 projects are being handled by students under the Environmental Placement Programme (EPP) which is backed by the Scottish Government, sponsored by the Federation of Small Businesses (FSB) and run by the Green Business Partnership.
 Some 500 students applied for places on the scheme, with fewer than one in seven being accepted following rigorous selection procedures. They will spend two months working on projects to improve host organisations’ environmental management and help them achieve cost savings.
 Successful applicants attended induction workshops at Scottish Enterprise in Edinburgh and Dundee, receiving presentations from the FSB, the Energy Saving Trust and the Green Business Partnership.
 “Last year companies and local authorities put forward just over 50 projects. This Summer there will be around 20 more,” said Barbara Schweitzer-Thompson of the Green Business Partnership. “This may be an indication that Scottish businesses are more aware than ever of the need to be greener and make savings which go straight to the bottom line.”
 The students will be given mid-project reviews and have the support of expert mentors throughout their assignments. “These are valuable jobs, with practical environmental outcomes,” Schweitzer-Thomson added.
 The best projects judged by a panel of experts will receive prizes from Scottish Enterprise and Energy Minister Jim Mather at a final ceremony at the Royal Society of Edinburgh on 8th September. Guest speaker at the event will be Professor
Martin Siegert, Head of the School of GeoSciences at the University of Edinburgh.
 For more information on the Environmental Placement Programme, contact Barbara Schweitzer-Thompson on 0131-561 6276 or email barbara@thebusinesspartnership.org.uk.
 For more information on the Federation of Small Businesses email Gordon.henderson@fsb.org.uk or see www.fsb.org.uk.

